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ERROR IN AUGUST BULLETIN 

E/ The letter from John Greenwood to George Washington in the 
August issue of the Bulletin was mistakenly designated as 

not nreviously published. lt had »been published in B. W. 

Weinberzer's An Introduction to the Ilistory of Dentistry in 

America, vol. 2, p. 330, without indication of its source. 


FATE OF THS FONZI MANUSCRIPT 

B/ The nublication of several hitherto unnu»lished documents 
pertinent to the history of dentistry was suggested at the 

annual meeting of the Academy last year. Among these manu- 

scrints was one »by Giuseprangelo Fonzi, the inventor of indi- 

vidual vorcelain denture teeth. The work was written in French 

and titled Treatise on Odontology. 


According to Guerini, who wrote Life and Works of Giusenpangelo 
Fonzi in 1925, this manuscript with other objects belonging to 
the Italian dentist was still in nossession of the Fonzi family 
“ at Orsogna in the Province of Chieti, Italy, and examined by 
—_ Guerini. Only a few excerpts from the book were published by 
Guerini, however, 


Recently, an interesting article was published by Arturo Min- 
soli, titled "Invenzione dei denti porcellanici di Giuseppangelo 
Fonzi," Clinica Odontoiatrica 8:201-218 July 31, 1953, with 
several illustrations. Relative to the Fonziana in question, 
Mingoli wrote: 


Guerini, in order to intensify his knowledge of the 
life of Fonzi, went to Orsogna (Province of Chieti) 
where the relatives of Fonzi always had resided. 


He received specific information and saw many documents, 
original manuscripts of Fonzi's, oublications--all 

attesting irrefutably to the enormous work of his ad- 

venturous life and, above all, the claim which he had 

considered the inventor of norcelain artificial. 
ee 


Part of this nrecious material was acquired by Guerini 
as well as a large number of artificial teeth made by 
Fonzi. Guerini wished to acquire besides--without 
question of nrice--Fonzi's desk and a locked coffer 
the key to which was lost--a coffer which undoubtedly 

od contained objects and personal records of Fonzi and 
which the relatives had never ventured to open. 


But Guerini's insistent request was not acceded to. 
This was a veritable calamity, because all was des- 
troyed at the same time as the Fonzi dwelling during 
a bombardment suffered by the countryside of Orsogna 
in the recent world war. 


It was Guerini's intention to give these objects, as 

well as a nortrait in o11 of Fonzi, toe the Museum of 

Saint Martin of Naples, so that these relics would be 
exhibited as a permanent record and memorial of this 

rreat Italian inventor, 


The loss of this manuscript and other evidences pertaining to 
the early history of dental vorcelain may well illustrate, not 
only the destructiveness of war, ut also the necessity of 
securing the wide nublication or historical documents if a 
commlete record is to be preserved. 


Dr. John ff. Gurley has suggested to the editor of the Bulletin 
that the rublication of such documents would he a worthwhile 
project for cultural dental organizations such as the Ameri- 
can Collere of Dentists, 


B/ In order to insure the preservation of historical material, 

a the New Jersey State Dental Society, at its annual meeting, 
( Avril 1953, adopted the plan recomnended by its Committee on 
Library and History, of which Milton B, Asbell is chairman, 
The plan consists of four measures: 1) to house the historical 
records in the office of the society; 2) to inventory all ma- 
| terial and to make annual records of additions; 3) to appeal 

to the membershin to contribute, material; and 4%) to appoint 

historians for comnonents and counties to collect material, 
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| NEW JORSTY'S PLAN FOR SSCURING HISTORICAL DATA 


SOUTH CAROLINA CORRECTS ITS ORGANIZATION DATE 

B/ The organization date on the seal of the South Carolina. 
Dental Association, appearing on the cover of its Journal, 

has heen changed from 1870 to 1869. The editor, R. E, Crist- 

mus, reports that the society's historian, N. W. Macaulay, 

is authority for the statement that the first meeting of the 

society was held in Columbia, November 10, 1869. 


NISTORY CF DENTAL ETHICS 

R/ A historical sketch of "Professional Codes of Ethics," by 
the Special Historical Committee, apnears in the Journal 

of the Oklahoma State Dental Association 42:27-32 July 1953. 


RECCLLECTIONS OF PAINLESS PARKER 

R/ John W, .Cooke contributed reminiscences of- that nicturesque 
character, Painless Parker, in an article titled "A Pain- 

less Part of Parker," in the Massachusetts Dental Society Jour- 


nal 2:16-17 April 1953. 
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